
Purple Causes Controversy
 

On Oct. 20, students joined students across the nation in wearing purple to honor the lives of homosexual teenagers who passed recently. The torture that the young people endured caused them to take their own lives. 
After being harassed for his sexual orientation, 15 year old Justin Aaberg hanged himself in his room. Another victim, 13 year old Seth Walsh died after 10 days of life support because of a suicide attempt brought on by bullying. 
Once students of Thornapple Kellogg caught wind of this, they knew something had to be done. Through spreading word and social networking site, Facebook, students learned of these suicides, and voiced their opinion through color. 
    “I think wearing purple is a great way to support and let everyone know that people are people, regardless of anything.” said senior Lauren Young. “People were being bullied to the extent that they were committing suicide.” The supporters felt strongly about having equality amongst the youth.  
    “I don’t see why people would be opposed to it, love shouldn’t have a gender,” said junior Charlie Harper. 
    Just as the advocates have their opinions, the opposers had theirs. An anonymous  source said, “Love should be between a man and a woman. It’s against my religious beliefs and I’m not going to support it.”
    It’s quite obvious that no matter what the students believe, they’re going to hold tight to that opinion, however despite their beliefs, the two sides remained peaceful knowing lives were lost. 




